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Jewish teenagers David, Yitzhak, Moshe, Eva, and Anne all kept diaries and were all killed in

Hitler's death camps. These are their stories, in their own words. Author Jacob Boas is a Holocaust

survivor who was born in the same camp to which Anne Frank was sent. Includes a photo insert.
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I am not a big fan of non-fiction history books. I find them hard to concentrate on because there are

so many facts that they become overwhelming. But We Are Witnesses is a non-fiction history book

that I liked. First, I liked it because it was set during WWII, which is something I am interested in.

Secondly, this book is about five teenagers, which I can relate to because I am in the same age

group. Each of their diaries was found. They all were Jewish, they all died. In We Are Witnesses

there are five main characters, David Rubinowicz, Yitzhak Rudashevski, Moshe Flinker, Eva

Heyman, and Anne Frank. There is a whole chapter on each one of them. They all have the same

big conflict, the Nazis. The Nazis forced the Jews to move into a ghetto, and each character had to

do that. They all lived in different parts of Europe. They all had money issues. But each one was

unique in their own way. For example, Yitzhak joined a club that would meet and do research

projects, and learn a few new things. This was Yitzhak's favorite time of day. Eva Heyman admired

her mother and wanted to be just like her. Each day was a struggle to live. There was barely enough

food for any of them to eat. They all had to put their faith in God, that He would save them from the



power of the Nazis. Each character had their own religious beliefs but Moshe Flinker's was the most

unique of all. He believed that if the Germans kept on taking over more land and the Jews kept on

being killed then, when it seemed like all hope was lost, God would save the Jews from the Nazis.

Moshe Flinker's story also was one that stuck out in my mind because he almost made it to Vichy

France, which was a part of France that was not taken over by the Germans.
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